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not as yet spread to England, the two great
Universities grew in importance and new colleges
were founded, with the result that the standard of
education rose and that the people began to be more
qualified to assert their importance. It may be said
that the evils of the time were transitory in their
nature, while the improvements in the general condi-
tions of life were permanent and important.

To review the period, it may be said that it was
not really one of political progress. The constitu-
tional rule of the Lancastrians ended in failure and
the premature growth of Parliament was followed by
a reaction. The " overrnighty subjects " proved too
strong for the Crown and the dynasty was again
changed. But in one respect there was advance,
although unconscious. The reactionary foreign policy
of Henry V. ended in defeat, and the English,
expelled from the Continent, were forced to turn to
the sea. The period, which follows, is one of unrest.
The Yorkists, like the Lancastrians, fail to secure
their throne and the crown passes away to a new
royal house. The history of the next twenty-five
years is the history of the events which lead up to
the establishment of the Tudor Monarchy.